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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. Then fill 
in the answer on your answer document.

Gina saw a video about a man with an extraordinary talent. She wrote this paper 
to share what she learned. Read Gina’s paper and look for the revisions she should 
make. Then answer the questions that follow.
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The Human Calculator

(1) When you were in elementary school, you probably spent time memorizing 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts.  (2) The idea behind 

committing those facts to memory was to make it easier to solve more difficult 

math problems.  (3) However, if you are like most of us, you still reach for a 

calculator when you are presented with a problem involving large numbers or 

many steps.  (4) But what if you didn’t have to reach for that calculator?  (5) What 

if you were that calculator? 

(6) Scott Flansburg is an ordinary person with an extraordinary ability.  (7) He 

is known as the “human calculator.”  (8) Flansburg can solve complex math 

problems in his head, and he usually does it faster than a calculator can.  (9) He 

first realized his talent for math when an elementary school teacher asked him to 

solve a complicated problem on the chalkboard.  (10) To everyone’s surprise, 

Flansburg solved the problem in his head.  (11) Soon he was assisting his family at 

the grocery store.  (12) As his mom or dad selected items, he kept a running tally 
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of the prices in his head.  (13) This allowed his parents to hand the clerk the 

precise amount they owed before the items had even been rung up.

(14) He wants to help people of all ages improve their math skills and have fun 

doing it.  (15) He tours the world, speaking to children and adults and making 

appearances on television shows.  (16) Called an edutainer, his superhuman 

mathematical abilities entertain people, and he educates them with his technique.  

(17) That technique involves concentrating on the digits zero through nine rather 

than on one through ten.  (18) He explains that this is the way a calculator works, 

so if a person wants to be a human calculator, he or she has to learn to think like 

one.

(19) Flansburg holds the world record for being the fastest human calculator.  

(20) He demonstrates the ability that earned him this title by repeatedly adding a 

number to itself.  (21) A person holding a calculator checks Flansburg’s math as he 

rapidly spouts one answer after another.  (22) Often the person with the calculator 

can’t keep up with Flansburg.  (23) In other words, Flansburg admits that even his 

own mouth sometimes has trouble keeping up with his brain!
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(24) Scott Flansburg is also a patron of World Maths Day, an event designed to 

promote numeracy around the world.  (25) In 2010 more than two million students 

from 236 countries participated, setting a new world record by answering 

479,732,613 questions.  (26) Supporting events like this helps Flansburg further his 

mission to make math fun and to help people overcome their math-related fears.
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6 What is the most effective way to combine sentences 6 and 7?

F  Scott Flansburg is an ordinary person with an extraordinary ability, who is known as 
the “human calculator.”

G  Scott Flansburg, who is known as the “human calculator,” is an ordinary person with an 
extraordinary ability.

H  Scott Flansburg is an ordinary person with an extraordinary ability, he is known as the 
“human calculator.” 

J  Scott Flansburg is known as the “human calculator,” an ordinary person, and has an 
extraordinary ability.

7 The third paragraph (sentences 14–18) starts abruptly. Which sentence could be added before 
sentence 14 to best introduce the ideas presented in this paragraph? 

A  The “human calculator” is a person who thinks like a calculator.

B  Helping people is important to the “human calculator.”

C  Today Flansburg has a mission.

D  Flansburg solves problems that are complicated.

8 What is the most effective revision to make in sentence 16?

F  Called an edutainer, he entertains people Flansburg has superhuman mathematical 
abilities and educates them with his technique. 

G  Called an edutainer, Flansburg entertains people with his superhuman mathematical 
abilities and educates them with his technique.

H  Called an edutainer, Flansburg entertains people with his superhuman mathematical 
abilities, which educate them with his technique.

J  Called an edutainer, his superhuman mathematical abilities that he entertains people 
with will educate his technique, too.




