
PASSAGE I

Dragonfly

The nature trail is six feet wide and 

seven miles long. It slithers through the forest like a 

snake curving, and bending along the banks of the river. 

The county cleared this path and paved it with packed 

gravel, so they would have a peaceful place to hike and

bike.

I ride this trail nearly every day—not on a bike,

but on “Luigi.” That’s the nickname I gave my 

motorized wheelchair. % Today, Luigi’s battery

1. A. NO CHANGE
B. snake, curving and bending
C. snake curving and bending,
D. snake, curving, and bending,

2. Which of the following alternatives to the underlined
portion would NOT be acceptable?

F. path, paving
G. path and then paved
H. path before paving
J. path paved

3. A. NO CHANGE
B. knowing they
C. that they
D. people

4. F. NO CHANGE
G. day; not on a bike
H. day not on a bike
J. day, not on a bike;

5. If the writer were to delete the preceding sentence, the
essay would primarily lose:

A. a reason why the narrator is in the forest.
B. a detail important for understanding the essay.
C. a contrast to the lighthearted tone of the essay.
D. nothing at all; this information is irrelevant to the

essay.

ENGLISH TEST

45 Minutes—75 Questions

DIRECTIONS: In the five passages that follow, certain
words and phrases are underlined and numbered. In 
the right-hand column, you will find alternatives for the
underlined part. In most cases, you are to choose the
one that best expresses the idea, makes the statement
appropriate for standard written English, or is worded
most consistently with the style and tone of the passage
as a whole. If you think the original version is best,
choose “NO CHANGE.” In some cases, you will find in
the right-hand column a question about the underlined
part. You are to choose the best answer to the question.

You will also find questions about a section of the pas-
sage, or about the passage as a whole. These questions
do not refer to an underlined portion of the passage, but
rather are identified by a number or numbers in a box.

For each question, choose the alternative you consider
best and fill in the corresponding oval on your answer
document. Read each passage through once before you
begin to answer the questions that accompany it. For
many of the questions, you must read several sentences
beyond the question to determine the answer. Be sure
that you have read far enough ahead each time you
choose an  alternative.
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Each passage below is followed by questions based on its content. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied 
in each passage and in any introductory material that may be provided. 

Questions 6-7 are based on the following passage. 

“Mechanical pencils rule,” my fifteen-year-old 
grandniece, Genevieve, declared when I invited her to  
be her generation’s voice on school supplies. “Nobody 
sharpens anymore.” Then, continuing with a fashion 
maven’s hyperbole and arbitrary imperatives, she gave 5 

a passionate disquisition on types of clickers, new grips, 
smaller lead sizes, and other niceties of pencil selection.  
As she consigned the yellow-painted wooden pencil to  
the wastebasket of history, I felt a rush of nostalgia for  
the perfumed sharpener shavings of my youth. 10 

6. In lines 4-5, the author refers to a “fashion maven’s”
tone primarily in order to

(A) imply that Genevieve has only a superficial
appreciation of mechanical pencils 

(B) suggest that Genevieve is excessively concerned
about her clothing 

(C) illustrate some of the exaggerated claims made
by mechanical pencil manufacturers 

(D) emphasize the unpredictability of trends in con- 
sumer tastes 

(E) indicate that Genevieve expresses her opinions
with authority and flair 

7. The author mentions “sharpener shavings” (line 10)
in order to portray a mood of

(A) unrestrained joy
(B) sentimental reminiscence
(C) bitter disappointment
(D) cautious optimism
(E) dark foreboding

Questions 8-9 are based on the following passage. 

Black holes are the most efficient engines of destruction 
known to humanity. Their intense gravity is a one-way 
ticket to oblivion, and material spiraling into them can  
heat up to millions of degrees and glow brightly. Yet, they 
are not all-powerful. Even supermassive black holes are 5 

minuscule by cosmic standards. They typically account for 
less than one percent of their galaxy’s mass. Accordingly, 
astronomers long assumed that supermassive holes, let 
alone their smaller cousins, would have little effect beyond 
their immediate neighborhoods. So it has come as a sur- 10 

prise over the past decade that black hole activity is closely 
intertwined with star formation occurring farther out in the 
galaxy. 

8. Which best describes the function of the statement
in lines 10-13 (“So it . . . galaxy”) ?

(A) It summarizes the points made in the first
four lines of the passage. 

(B) It provides support for the argument asserted
in the preceding statement. 

(C) It introduces a new view of information
presented earlier in the passage. 

(D) It challenges recent scientific findings.
(E) It offers examples to support a theory.

9. Which of the following most resembles the relationship
between “black hole activity” and “star formation”
(lines 11-12) as described in the passage?

(A) A volcanic eruption on one continent results
in higher rainfall totals on another continent. 

(B) Industrial emissions in one region lead to an
increase in airborne pollutants in adjacent 
regions. 

(C) A drought in a wilderness area causes a 
significant loss of vegetation in that area. 

(D) Decreased oil production in one country results 
in higher gas prices in oil-dependent countries. 

(E) Overfishing in a gulf leads to an increase in  
the population of smaller aquatic organisms. 
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